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Birmingham,   and  the   Rev.  Dr.   Joseph  Parker  of the  City
Temple.
The Union of Ethical Societies took the initiative in February
1907 in calling an open conference to consider what should be done.
The late Sir George Greenwood, M.P., presided, and a resolution
was passed which created the Secular Education League—of which
I became the secretary. The league did not concern itself with the
kind of religion which was taught in the nation's schools; it asserted
that the proper attitude for the State to adopt towards the teaching.
of religion, about which the citizens of the nation were hopelessly
divided, was one of strict neutrality. It insisted that the teaching
of religion was not the responsibility of the State, but that such
responsibility belonged to the parents and to the churches and
organizations specially concerned with religious teaching. This
solution of the problem had been adopted by Mr, Gladstone, who
never concealed his dislike of 'the popular imposture of undenomi-
national instruction,' and who believed that 'simply secular
teaching' was 'impartial and not, if fairly worked, in any degree
unfriendly to religion/ Mr, Joseph Chamberlain had also stated
that 'there are only two ways of settling this question. One is
that the State should pay for no religious teaching, and the other
is that the State should pay for all religious teaching,' and he
strongly supported the principle of the secular solution, while
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman had stated that in his opinion
nine-tenths of the Liberals were ready to support it.
Among those who agreed to serve on the executive committee
or the general council of the Secular Education League were:
Thomas Burt, MJP,, Arthur Henderson, M.P., J. Ramsay
MacDonald, M.P,, Philip Snowden, M.P,, J. M. Robertson, the
Hon. John Collier, Edward Clodd, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
Havelock Ellis, Frederic Harrison, George Meredith, J. A.
Hobson, the Right -Rev. Bishop Mitchinson, Eden Phillpotts,
Graham Wallas, Lord Weardale, H, G. Wells, and Israel Zangwill.
Several hundred clergy and ministers either enrolled themselves
as members of the league, or assisted its work in other ways, and I
was responsible for its executive and propaganda work from the
day that it was founded until I became a member of the Government
in I93I,1
In addition to my work as secretary to the Union of Ethical
Societies and the Secular Education League, I devoted a good deal
1 See my Case for Secular Education.

